


rt. 


ell, 


ale, 


par. 


win. 


ner. 


sen 
¢ Or 


b's 


2» 0 
2 0 


hea 


hyn, 


ld by 
jor 
re. 

















N° 171.] 


THE TATLER. 


Price 
TWoPENCcE 


A DAILY JOURNAL OF LITERATURE AND THE STAGE. 





VERITAS ET VARIETAS. 





TUESDAY, MARCH 22, 1831. 





NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 


Journal of a Residence in .Normandy. By J. Augustus St John, 
Esq. 2mo. pp. 295. (Being the 65th No. of Constable’s 
Miscellany). Hurst and Chance. 

Ws differ with Mr St Joha in his anti-bibliomaniacal objections to 
large histories of little places. We would have a large history of 
every village in England, written with all the research of an 
antiquary, and the fondness of a native. He should make us love 
and admire, if he could, every post in it; er if he could not, we 
would like him for the endeavour, and at all events, find something to 
add to our stock of agreeable associatious. ‘There are people who 
might find fault with Mr St John for writing so much about the 
towns and villages of Normandy ; but we shall not be one of them. 
If he had written a second volume, we should have read it: aye, 
or a third ; though the first might be accused of some superfluous 
passages too. But any local history, with the least new ground in 
it, is interesting to us. Mr St John, we believe, has written more 
about Normandy than any other Englishman; and besides being 
glad to hear of any portion of the great family of mankind, with 
which we ure not intimate, we are disposed, as book-men, to like the 
Normans for being the countrymen of Corneille and St Evremond ; 
of whom, by the way, we should have been pleased to hear more 
from Mr St John, instead of so much about Wiltiam the Conqueror. 
Our author is not a profound observer, but he is a lively one, 
and very good-natured. He leaves his study-windows open, for 
the robins to come in on winter nights; and is so companionable 
in stage coaches, that he is the first to converse even among French- 
men. He says that there is a great mistake prevalent upon that 
point in England; and that Frenchmen can sit and be silent 
together, as well as their neighbours. This may be; but at any 
rate, they will talk when talked to, and England, we fear, still 
remains pre-eminent among the riders in coaches, for extracting an 
odd sort of gratification out of stlkiness and repulsion. Our 
beloved countrymen certainly have an art among them, not even 
confined to the brown sex, (which is a pity), that may be called the 
pleasure of being unpleasant. 

The Norman peasantry are described by Mr St John as not alto- 
gether answering to the popular idea of the French character. 
They are, to be sure, a merry race,’ but rough in their manners, 
The Normans were always accused of being litigious. Boileau loves 
tv twit them for it, the mors, perhaps, on account of his dislike to 
Corneille. In gallantry, however, after their fashion, they appear 
uot to be behind the rest of the nation. We procced to extract 
from Mr St John's work the passages most illustrative of their 
manners, or otherwise coutainmg such information or suggestions 
as we do not remember to have met with elsewhere. Our author’s 
residence in this province commenced in the autumn of 1829. At 
the date of the following remarks, which was in winter time, he was 
residing at Cormelles, a village near the city of Caen -— 

* Returning from Caen early in the evening, perhaps before eight 
o'clock, L used generally to observe every house shut up, and lights 





‘in the upper windows, indicating that the peasants were retiring to 


rest. In fact, during cold weather, they are most commonly in bed 
long before that hour. They have, indeed, no motive for sitting up 
late, the day being long enough for labour, and candle and firewood 
being extremely dear. Their modes of defending themselves from 
the cold are various. In the first place, every person in the country, 
male and female, that can get it, cheer themselves with eaz-de-cie, 
the smell of which you may always discover as they pass you. In 
the next place, they clothe themselves, the women especially, with 
the thickest and heaviest garments, it being not at all uncommon 
for % woman to wear seven petticoats. They moreover wear, under 
the chemise, very thick knit flannel waistcoats, called tricots, with 
long sleeves, which come down to the wrists, and are turned up 
over those of the gown; these tricots, as well as every other article 
of female apparel, are generally of some very showy colour, as blue, 





red, &c. Even the frocks and trowsers of farmers, and the pina- 
fores of children, are of a light bright blue. 

Another mode of procuring warmth, common among the pea- 
santry, and not altogether unknown in some s of England, is, 
to take refuge in the cow-house and stables, where the breath of 
the cattle diffuses an agreeable warmth through the building. Ac 
Lions-sur-Mer, and Br san villages on the same coast, the lace- 
makers resort to the same curious practice to save fuel. They 
agree with some farmer, who has several cows in warm winter quar- 
ters, to be allowed to carry on their operations in company with 
the “ milky mothers.” ‘The cows are tethered in a row, on one 
side of the apartment; and the lace-makers are seated cross-legged 
upon the ground, on the other, with their feet buried in” straw. 
Opposite each girl, in a small niche in the wall, is a candle, placed 
behind a clear hemispherical bottle, the flat side ef which is to- 
wards the candle, and the globular one towards the knitter. This 
bottle is filled with water, and throws a sinall stream of strong, 
pure white light upon the cushion, which renders the minutest 
thread of the lace, more visible, if possible, than by day. These 
cow-houses being generally too dark to allow of their ever working 
without candles, and the cattle being sometimes out in the fields 
by day, the Jace-makers prefer working all night. Numbers of 
young men, of their own rank, resort to these cow-houses, and’ sit 
or lie down in the straw, by the cushions of their sweet-hearts, and 
sing, tell stories, and say soft things to them all night, to cheer 
them in their labours. The curé of the place, anxious lest the 
morals of his pretty parishioners should suffer, has more than once 
endeavoured to keep away the lovers, but in vain. To avoid, how- 
ever, all real ground for scandal, the mothers and elderly female 
relations of many of the girls remain with them all night, pursuing 
the same occupation.’—P, 23, 


All this care of the mothers, nevertheless, whether among poor 
or rich, appears to form no real security. A page or two after- 
wards we find the following :— 


‘It is not an uncommon thing, [ was informed, for the women 
in the lower ranks to have children before marriage; and with 
one or two natural children they find no more difficulty in getting 
husbands than they do under similar circumstances in Tartary 
and Thibet, and are received among their fair sisterhood, whe- 
ther before or after marriage, exactly as if they had kept themselves 
chaste. Their manners and conversation, moreover, are remarkably 
coarse. Among women of a higher rank, surveillance is not 
considered unnecessary. ip, the mother generally 
sits in the room with the lovers; walks out with them; goes to 
church with them ; and,in one word, never quits her daughter's 
side, until she is faifly married. The other day, in a match where 


the lover was French, the mistress English, the eman, some 
inate i werse| 3 Ares —— 
with much gravity, to be every day, ov entering quit- 
ting the teoase, to ten thin qaistrens’s eberk. The favour was 


granted, and the methedical and conscientious lover, never dreaming 
of over ing the hounds prescribed, gave his beloved two kisses 
per day. courtship was carried on in French, of which the 
mother did not understand one word, and the » very few; 
but the diplomacy of feve, ‘pat little 2id from language, the 
business was conducted with ity, and terminated as it ought. If 
the mother, however, teft the room foran instant, during the court- 
ship, the lover, im the alarm for the honour of his mistress, 
would o— — sofa, on se gm sat, ‘c throw - 
ing open the apartment, persons in the next 
room might have a fall view of him, would pace to and fro, or stagd 
as far as possible from the girl, until the duenna returned. 

‘ When a marriage takes all the: furniture, linen, plate, 
&c. is bought by the lady; and in these matters the Normans are 
extravagant. In humble life the girls frequently labour for man; 


years to get together the eum necessary for furnishing their ¢rowsseau, 
as their contribution te the matrimonial stock is denominated ; and 
are betrothed from a early age, to some young man 
of the nei same thing. The young lace- 


makers of aie anne. yg amen so merrily at the 
cottage doors, are alfabouring love. A great many of the 

men of this arestone cutters, and go up to exer- 
vee their ing m where, labour being more productive, 
they more rapi sum supposed to be necessary for 
com 


mencing 
‘| observed, a few pages back, that before the first hoot of the 
owl, ace in the land of dreams; but, if 


‘the villagers 
they retire early to they certainty make up for it by rising 
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with the lark in the morning; though I cannot discover that the | Reticious Liserty.— To govern Christianly is to establish 
old adage,— : perfect religious liberty, and free it from all risks. It does not 





Early to bed, and early to rise, exist so far as any civil or political consequences connect them. 
Is the way to be healthy, and wealthy, and wise, selves with faith. If a king cannot change his religion, on the 
is at all verified in their case, for, though they are healthy enough, deepest conviction, without forfeiting his crown, that king has not 
they cannot be called either wise or wealthy’—P. 27. religious liberty. The sceptre is a dungeon-bar to his mind, and the 


‘ . ‘ , diadem a fetter on his soul. If a F-ligious teacher may attain t 
If they are healthy enough, ech ta of their oun-de-vie, they have station and emoluments of prelacy by his professed faith, and oho 
a good half of what wisdom wishes to obtain, and what riches | forfeit them should his conviction change, that teacher fhas not 
cannot. But here ,is more of the same furmidable matter as the | religious liberty. Where one particular priesthood has rank in the 
last, which comes in aukwardly after what our author has said | state, others are not free; and where they all have, the people are 
relatively to the care taken to avoid grounds of “ scandal :”— not free. So far as the ceremonies of any particular faith are 


5 , ‘ connected with filling the occupations, entering into the relations 
‘ From the statistical table published this year by order of the or enjoying any of the i, of civil, life, there is a 
French government, i appears that: more than one-sixth of the religious liberty. It is a fallacious distinction which has sometines 
children of the department of the Calvados are illegitimate ; while been drawn, that a state may patronise, though it should no 
in Paris, the sane class of children form more than a third, It punish. A government cannot patronise one religion] without 
will soon be a mere joke to marry at all in France; at least punishing others, A state has no wealth but the people’s wealt 
this will be the case when the illegitimate ovtnumber their if it pay some, it impoverishes others. A state Is no fountain of 
rivals, which, ed things are going on, must very soon happen. honour. If it declare one class free, it thereby declares other 
* Voltaire complained that, in his time, the modesty of his country- classes slaves. If it declare some noble, it thereby declares others 
men had fled from the heart to take refuge on the lips; and he was |ignoble. Whenever bestowed with partiality, its generosity is 
no doubt a pretty good judge in those matters. At present, how- injustice, and its favour is oppression.— Fua’s Christ and Christianity. 
ever, it cannot im general be said, that the lips of the ladies in Lent in BRazit.—About the commencement of lent, the villages 
France are by any means remarkable for their modesty, for they | in the neighbourhood are almost entirely deserted by the white peo- 
will speak of things that will put an Englishwoman out of counte- | ple, who return to town to see the processions customary at this 
nance. ,At the same time, their «lress ms almost prudish. Even at | season in catholiccountries. * * * On Holy Thursday, accom- 
balls and evening parties, their “ robes” are ouly what, I believe, | panied by two of my countrymen, I sallied forth, at three o’c ock, to 
is technically called half-low, among the ladies. From beneath | 5.0 the ‘churches, which are on this occasion highly ornamenied. 
the neck o this, the rich lace of the chemise peeps out, like the The whole town was in motion; the females, too, both high and 
leaves of the white rose, full and fragrant, and gives an air of deli- | low, were this afternoon parading the st~eets on foot, contrary to 
cate coquetry to the person. In the streets, on the promenades, | their usual custom; many of them were dressed in silks of different 
and in the churches, the ladies of Normandy appear to much ad- | colours, and covered with gold chains and other trinkets, a general 
vantage. Though not generally handsome, and inclining a little | muster being made of all the finery that could be collected. The 
too much to embonpoint, they have still an elegance, and, in spite | }Jaze in some of the churches, from the great number of wax tapers, 
of their size, an airiness about them, which render them agreeable | was prodigious; the object apparently aimed at, was the greatest 
@. the eyes especially a for the most part their complexions are | quantity of lights, as in some instances, mirrors were fixed behind 
brilliant and clear.’—P. 60. the tapers. The middle of the body of these churches is completely 
open; there are no pews, no distinction of places; the principal 
Tee ners ee — ar ___.__. | chapel is invariably at the opposite end from the chief entrance, 





We must have another article out of this amusing volume. 





2 _ | recedes from the church, and is narrower; this part is approp:iated 
/ AT 2a “pei - “NF ; Seg 7 
fc; H AT A N D M I S Cc E ie L A N ] E S. to the officiating priests, and is railed in from the body of the church, 
Seed lene The females, as they enter, whether white or of colour, place them- 
« The litele and Ghent copings of wise and ape ae are of great value, like | selves as near to the rails as they can, squatting down upon the 
8 aS jamondas.  — ¢ . . * ‘ Yr : ’ 

6a eee, Sees sia thee ee floor of the large open space in the centre. The men stand along 
, either side of the body of the church, a narrow slip being in mes: 

JR-FOOTED Pauper —At a convent in France, twenty . : ea ’ : 5 
A Four-Foo rr - — Franc et - Y instances railed off lengthways; or they remain near to the év- 
paupers were served with a dinner at a certain hour every day. A , = rh “the a ed ae 
A : . . * ae trance, behind the women; but every female of whatever ronk or 
dog belonging to the convent did not fail to be present at this regale, . eh ggg te Meese ent sae mat os 
to receive the scraps which were now and then thrown to him. ‘The colour, is first accommodated. On the following day, Good Fridas, 
-uests, however, were poor and hungry, and of course not ver the decorations of the churches, the dress of the women, and even 
8 fal: h : heir pensioner did hate Lom oe he fas Y \the manner of both sexes was changed; all was dismal. In the 
pe gure psa hy Raley The v es — | morning I went with the same gentleman to the church of the sacra- 
by a person at the ring of a bell and iecuankh means of what | @¢"*S, to witness a representation of our Saviour’s descent frou the 
Bee we or ne : “aed Sof what | cross Weentered the church bya side door; it was much crowde! 
in religious houses is called a ¢owr, 2 machine like the section of | ; <grig etd ree ‘ sahigihdcalhe << - 
a thet by tesui woudl fo on a pivot, exhibits whatever land the difficulty of gettmg in was considerable. An enormons 
is Saead on fe oe side ne Ha gh? ahi the oan curtain hung from the ceiling, excluding from the sight the whole of 
a moves it. One day, the ‘dog, having only mt a nh . few 'the principal chapel. An Italian missionary friar of the Pe tha 
aioe po oe till A gy a Seam “al ak pe ohn convent, with a long beard, and dressed in a thick dark brown cloth 
ra f i. his in and — the bell He ~ se ts . the | habit, was in the pulpit, and about to commence an extempore 
pu Aes day with the aided ood fortune At lecath a cook. finding | 8°™"- After an exordium of some length, adapted to the day, he 
that ~ on ip 3 se sea Sioa of cecenenee — cried out, “ Behold him!” the curtain immediately dropped, and 
determin so dlecwier the trick in doing via he had ao Psa discovered an enormous cross, with a full-sized wooden image of 
difficulty, for, lying in wait, and ontiate the a ike tot our Saviour, exceedingly well carved and painted, and around it, a 

iffic ; ~ $23 vy came u : 

foe their didie: on portions, and that eat — tk yg “a number of angels represented by several young persons, all finel} 
tha den. be haem 16 suapect the truth ;. whi eat eee a decked out, and each bearing a large pair of outstretched wings, 
a tl cant ite he oa, ha te we a a : = "a the vinit we made of gauze; a man dressed in a bob-wig, and a pea-grecn.robe 
were all and then ring the pai The pmo x ash ta pl as St. John, and a female kneeling at the foot of the cross, as the 
}gone, 6 ees é ; ena” tO Maedalen; whose character, as | was informed, seemingly that 

the community, the dog was permitted to ring the heil every day for ; 





sty? : : 5 nothing might be wanting, was net the most pure. The friar con- 
hig dinner ; on which a sof broken victuals was ai ways afterwards tinued with much vehe inen e and mu h N a his narrative of the 
. . * ene i ~ “ she nee ane en act 9 > arre y t 
served out to him.—4 Natural History, drawa from the writings of “ip . ~*~ mag 
oad : crucifiction, and after some minutes again cried out, “ Behold, they 
Buffon, Cuvier, &e. . 199 : pak > bai eS 
tuke him down!” when four men, habited as Roman seldiers, 


A Srrance Tasre.—lI had sent a courier to them (M. de stepped forwards. The countenances of these persons were in part 
Kouffiguec) to say that we shold pass through the town between concenled with black crape. Two of them ascended ladders placed 
eleven and:tweive at wight; that we should stop at his door a few on each side against the cross, and one took down the board, bearing 
moments, and that we hoped he would have the chivalrous and the letters TI. N.R. 1. Then was removed the crown of therns, : a! 
romantic gallantry to give each of us a basin of good soup—a thing a white cloth was put over and pressed down upon the Lead; which 
which would please me so much the more, as that method of paying was soon taken off, and shewn to the peop!+, stained with the cire'- 
court to the lady of his thoughts was not a common one. At the | lar mark of the crown in blood: this done, the nails which transfixe | 
samé time that he did what we d-sired, he found means of doing a the hands, were by degrees knocked out, and this produced a 
very extraordinary thing: he kept a domesticated bear at his house, violent beating of breasts among the female part of the congregat oo. 
and having heard that nothing was so good as soup made of bear’s A long white linen bandage was then placed onder each urn, tle 
flesh, he had his bear killed and soup made of it, which he gave us nails which secured the feet were removed, the fizure was let down 
en pavsint. The soup was very red, but I have never tasted any- very gently, and was carefully wrapped up in a white sheet. All 
thing so good. I felt much obliged to him for the sacrifice of his this was done by word of command trom ‘h:* preacher. 
bear, and for having renewed, on my account, the story of the Falcon was then quickly brought to an end, and we left the church. * 
of La Fontaine.—AMemoirs of Madame de Genlie—La Foutaine On Saturday morning we were saluted with the bellowing of cattle, 
cust have strangely spoiled the Faleon story of Boecaccio, if this | the grunting of pigs, and the cries of the negro slaves with baskets 
<omparison be a just one. It is profamation to speak so lightly of | of fowls of several kinds for sale; these were to be devoured after 
that beautiful story, which, however, Madame de Genlis was not the ensuing midnight, and many families weary of their long abs 1- 
very likely to appreciate. For writing this passaze, she deserves to nence, impatiently awaited the striking of the clocks, as a sigual fT 
have been fed on bear-soup all the days of her life, or rather upon | the commencement of hostile operations, without mercy or scruple; 
nut-sheils, for she confounds the shell with the kernel; cannot dis- upon turkeys, pigs, and all the rest of the iniserable tribes which 
tinguish between soup and sentiment. The lover who sacrificed his | have been laid down as the lawful victims of our carniverous nature. 
falcon, would not have sacrificed it for Madame de Genlis.—A. A.) | Roster’s Travels in Brazil. 
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KamscuaTKAN Breap.—One of the old chiefs brought me a 
large lump of what he called Karaikee bread. It was composed of 
the boiled bones of the deer, with the marrow in them, pounded 
very fine, and mixed with a small portion of the meat and fat. It 
was tolerably well tasted, and would have been really delicious, if 
it had not been for a smoky flavor that almost everything acquires 
which is prepared in their jourtas (the kind of hut or tent in which 
they dwell.)—Dobell’s Travels in Kamschatha and Siberia. 

— Mr Wright, the Editor of a work ineerrectly lettered “ Buffon’s 
Natural History,” mentions an interesting instance of restored 





sight, recorded in the Philosophical Transactions. It is of recent 
occurrence, and the only case on record of a person born blind being 
sifted with sight at so late a period of life. ‘The patient was a lady | 
who was born blind, and at the age of six months was placed under | 
the care of an oculist, who operated upon both eyes, but without | 
success. The right eye became inflamed, and was completely des- 

troyed, and the left remained sightless as before. At the age of 

forty-six, this lady applied to Mr Wardrop, who, on the 26th of | 
January 1826, performed an operation upon the left eye, which was | 
twice repeated, and the third operation, on the 17th of February | 
was completely successful. The patient returned home in a carriage, | 
with her eye covered only with a loose piece of silk. The first 

thing she noticed was a hackney-coach passing, when she exclaimed, | 
“ What is that large thing that has passed by us?’ In thecourse of | 
the evening, she requested her brother to shew her his watch, con- | 
cerning which she expressed much curiosity; and she looked at it | 
a considerable time, holding it close to her eye. She was asked | 
what she saw, and replied that there was a dark and a bright side; | 
she pointed to the hour of twelve, and smiled. Her brother asked | 
her ifshe saw anything more,—she replied, “ Yes,” and pointed to | 
the hour of six, and to the hands of the watch. She looked at the 

chain and seals, and observed that one of the seals (a solid piece of | 
rock crystal) was bright. The next day Mr Wardrop asked her to 

look again at the watch, which she refused to do, saying that the light | 
was offensive to her eye, and that she felt very stupid, meaning that | 
she was confused by the visible world thus, for the first time, opened | 
toher. On the third day, she observed the doors on the opposite | 
sideof the street, and asked if they were red, but they were of an 

oak colour. On the sixth day, she told us she saw better than on | 
any preceding day, but seemed bewildered, from inability to com-_ 
bine the knowledge acquired, by the senses of touch and sight, and | 
was disappointed in not at once distinguishing by the eye, objects | 
which she could so readily distinguish from one another by feeling | 
them. Qn the seventh day, she took notice of the mistress | 
of the house in which she lodged; observing that she was 

tall. She asked what was the eolour of her gown, and 

being told that it was blue, replied, “So is that thing on your 

head, and vour handkerchief is of a different colour,’ which was 

correct. The tea-cups and saucers underwent an ex:imination. 

Her brother asked her what they were like. She replied, “1 do 

not know, they look very queer, but I will tell you what they are 

ina minute, if I touch them. She observed an orange on the 

chimney-piece, but could form no notion of what it was, till she 

touched it.”” On the eighth day, she asked her brother when at 

dinner, what he was helping ,himself%to, and when told it was a 

glass of port wine, she replied, “ Port wine is dark, and looks to me 

very ugly.”” When candles were brought into the room, she 

observed her brother’s face in the mirror; she also walked, for the 

first time without assistance, from a chair to a sofa which was on 

tne opposite side of the room, and back to the chair again. 

Kighteen days after the operation, Mr Wardrop attempted to 

ascertain by a few experiments, her precise notions of colour, size, | 
forms, distances, &c. When sinall pieces of paper of different 

colours were presented to her, she not only distinguished them at 

once from one another, but gave a decided preference to some 

colours, liking yellow best, and then pale pink. It may here be 

mentioned that, when desirous of examining an object, she had 

considerable difficulty in directing her eye to it, and finding out 

its position, moving her hand us well as her eye in various 

directions, as a person in the dark gropes with his hands for what 

he wishes to touch. She distinguished a large from a small object 

when both were held up before her for comparison ; and said she 

saw different forms in various objects which were shown to her. 

Ya asking what she meant by different forms, such as long, round, 

and square, and desiring her to draw with her fingers those forms 

on her other hand, and then presenting to her eye the respective 

forms, she pointed to them exactly. She understood what was 

ineant by above and below, and a figure drawn in ink, with one end | 
»road, and the other narrow, being placed before her eye, she saw 
the positions as they really were, and not inverted. She could 
also perceive motion, for when a glass was placed on the table 
before her, if, on moving her hand towards it, it was quickly | 
moved to a greater distance, she said, “ You move it ; you take it | 
away.’ She seemed to have the greatest difficulty in finding out | 
the distance of any object ; for, when an object was held close to 
her eye, she would search for it by stretching her hand far beyond | 
ts position, while cn other occasious, she grasped close to her own 
face, for a thing far removed from her. She observed some pictures | 
tanging on the wall, and distinguished several small figures in 

them, but did not know what they represented. When a silver 

pencil-case and a large key were given her to examine with her 

hands, she knew each distinctly, but when laid on the table before 

er, though her eye distinguished the difference, she could not tell 

Which was the pencil-case and which was the key. 


THE PLAY-GOER. 
PERFORMANCES OF LAST NIGHT. 


Drury-Lane.—Macbeth.—Andthe Devil's Bre 
Covent Garven.—King Joba.—A ay after fedding.—And the Omnibus. 








TM, | ye A(Queen’s Tueatne. | 
THe new farce, called the Female: m : l, or the Secret Blabd’d, 
that was produced here last night} Was heard With alternate applause 
and objection to the end, and finally condemned, the performer 
who came to give it out for repetition being rendered inaudible by 
cries of “ Off! off!” Weare sorry that anything should fail in this 
neat, pains-taking house; but we cannot wonder at the ill-luck in 
the present instance. 

Mr Vintner (Mr Smiru), Deputy Master of a Freemason’s Lodge, 
a cockney of the utmost beau ideal of cockneyism, who fears his 
wife, aud says “ Ve wenerates the sex,”’ is terribly beset by Mrs 
Vintner (Mrs Humpy) to disclose to her the secret of the craft : 
in default of his doing which she threatens him that not a mason 
shall come near the house. Vintner discloses the perplexity he is 
in to his brother masons, and a plot is agreed upon to frighten her. 
Her husband accordingly tells her that she may become a mason 
upon condition of dressing herself in male attire, and not betraying 
herself. She consents; anda procession is formed through the 
room into which she is first introduced, consisting of successive 
portions of the Masonic body, each of which is accompanied 
by some dreadful symbol or instrument ; aad this phenomenon is 
duly explained to the lady, to her infinite dissatisfaction. One is a 
goblet of prussic acid, of which every new comer is to partake ; 
another a stomach-pump, to secure the drinker against its effects ; 
a third a mop and pail, to quench him and keep him moist through 
some fiery ordeal which he is to undergo; and a fourth a gridiron, 
on which, being conveniently heated red hot, he is to dance a horn- 
pipe, with bare feet. After these awful visitations, the lady is 
blinded with “ the cap of confidence,” and conducted into the pre- 
sence of the Lodge and Grand Master, who, after various mumme- 
ries, orders her to ascend the Grand Spiral Babylonian Staircase 
(a set of steps, to wit, some five feet high, which, by means of various 
twirlings of her as she goes up, she is made to take for an imminent 
deadly precipice). From this summit he orders her to jump off: she 
declares herself unbearably frightened, and entreats permission to 
walk off, as an unworthv aspirant; which is granted. She comes 
down, throws herself in 2 transport into her husband’s arms, and 
her secret transpiring in the rapture, the Magnificent Acting Grand 
(or whatever he is called) takes occasion to give her a lecture on 
her sex’s incontinence of speech; and the piece concludes with a 
chorus. 

There are various reasons, we conceive, why this piece did not 
succeed. In the first place, the title evidently raised a good deal 
of expectation, for the house was fuller than we have yet seen it 
on the rise of the curtain, though the night was rainy. Secondly, 
the Freemasons that were brought upon the stage, were of what 
would be called a vulgar order, and not calculated to do the craft 
honour. ‘Thirdly, the jokes upon women’s not being able to keep 
a secret are old, and bad, and deservedly going out of fashion. 
As for that matter indeed, we believe women can keep secrets 
quite as well as men; and that whenever the latter have as little to 
occupy their time as female gossips, they gossip quite as much. 


| Fourthly, no secret is “ blabb’d” in this farce; and fifthly and 


lastly, there is nothing of any sort in the catastrophe worth raising 


so much expectation, This is one of the most perilous of all spe- 


Any mystery, about which a sensation is 
made beforehand, ought to be of a consummate and most surprising 
kind, and quite overwhelming in the disclosure. The most mortal 
feature of ail however, in the Female Freemason, we take to have 
been the vulgarity of the Lodge. No ridicule could have been in- 
tended by it; but it certainly had the effect of ridicule,—which 
must have chagrined the Freemasons; and the effect was flat, 


which annoyed everybody else. One or two of the choruses were 
not unpleasing. e 


culations on the stage. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


The Editor is obliged to a ‘* Play-Goer,” whose remarks are very just, 
and stiall be attended to, 






































684 THE TATLER. 


























, An entirely New Serio-Magical and Moral Burletta; calle¢ 
KING’S THEATRE. THE KING OF THE ALPS AND THE MISANTHROPE, 
s es = Miss Daly. Amelia, Mrs Yates. Elizabeth, Mrs Fitzwilliag. 
: Te ee a 
cde Grima, ir Ba Mr J. Reeve. Hees, sO Sate. 
BY COMMAND OF THEIR After which, a Domestic Burletta, in Two Acts, 
THE W WRECK ASHORE | ! 
Act 1.—WIAnstTeEr. 
Alice, Miss Daly. Bella, Mrs Fitzwilliam. Dame Barnard, Mrg Daly. 
M M Bertram, Mr Yates. Walter Barnard, Mr H 
A J E ono T a ol S. Captain Grampus, as 0. Smith. Marmaduke Magogue, Mr John Reeve. 
An Opens Dat Jemmy Starling, Mr Buckstone. 
IL "MATRIMONIO. SEGRETO. Act H.—Sowurn. 
The Rs Cocos mc Sy espermann. Miss Fanny Ayton. The Characters as in Act - 
Signor Seguin, and Signor Lablache Ow Saturday an Address on the Close of the Season, will be spoken by Mr Yaras. 
After which, a New Grand Ballet, founded on Sir Waren Scorrt’s Novel of To conclude with the Burlesque Burletta of 
“a KENILWORTH. THE QUADRUPEDS. 
wetecioat Chagactore a Medemeiseile Brocant . saitdemelectic Kaniel, | Dorothea, Miss Daly. Tinderelia, Miss Stallard. Mopperella, Mts Daly. 
M rs Mile Zoe Beaupre, Mme Montessu, Blousedora, Miss B Fra Mr O. 
esdames Mowe De Vis, is; Couperte, Bs Bowe, a ‘Griithe, Pitt, Laura, Abrahamides, with lmitations, and the Parody of “ ‘Heavy Ween “Mr J. Reeve. 
Messieurs Lefebvre, , Emile, ake ‘Veuatra, O"Briew, Edouard, 
Gomes, some, Het, ont ROYAL OLYMPIC THEATRE. 
diaipivros ROYAL, DRURY LANE. | A Comic Burletta, called 
Tho Wietestenk Pig, exttsten THE CHASTE SALUTE 
HENRI UATRE. | The Characters by Miss Sidney, Miss Stuart, Miss Fitzwalter, Mr Spagnoletti. 
Lonteot runes St. Leon, Miss Pearson, re i] Sty Newemmbe, and: MeCelliee. 
and * Merry thoes &. sad A ar ~ apt =e a embe | j AMfrer which, an entirely New Burletta, called 
ce t@ttt Quatre, Mr Macready. © Duke de Sully, Mr Hammerton. THE GRENADIER. 
- ‘eneral D’ Admont, Mr Latham. Eugene de Biron, Mr Cooper. | | waney Bolton, Madame Vestris, in which she will sing, “ O, they march @ through 
tederick St. Leon, Mr J. Vining. Moustache, Mr Farren. Pinceau, Mr Webster. | the Town,” a Savoyard Song, and “ Listen, Dear Fanny.” 
O’Donnell, Mr H. Log 2 Gervaise, Mr Bedford. Germain, Mr Salter. | Delia, Miss Pincott. Capt. Doughty, Mr Fredericks. Will Wilks, Mr Raymond. 
Ia the course of the J Mehn!’s Overture to * La Chasse du Jeune Henri.’ To which will be added, a Comic Burletta, in one Act, called 
Rossini’s Overture to ‘ La ‘tola.” On gig MIS-APPREHENSION. 
a New caHed i ise Clementina mble, 
ee GH WAYS ‘AND ‘BY Y WAYS. | ma, ules Kabrey. “ci wei Beumie’s Mal, “4 8 
Eliza te. Plat, Mrs Ore ie Sins Biel, SENS. Sota } Frank Hartley, Mr Raymond. ‘ bongs Mr Cooper. 
Charles sapien, Mr —— ee tetties: | pee, Litjeuwaumen 
James, Mr Y Robert, Mr Eaton. John, Mr 8. ; ' 
To conclude with a Musical Piece, (in Two Acts) called | To conclude with a Grand Allegorical Burletta, in One Act, entitled 
THE ILLUSTRIOUS STRANGER. OLYMPIC REVELS. 
eg Mrs Waylett, in which she wil! sing ‘ Meet me by Moonlight.’ | Pandora, Madame Vestris. 


Miss Faucit. Abontifar, Mr Thompson. Arzan, Mr Bland. | 
Alibajoe, Mr Webster. Bowbell, Mr Listen. Gimbo, Mr Harley. | Pee 


—_ 











Tomorrow, No Performance. |Conure Tuearre.—Ivanhoe—Reform—The Fate of 
THEATRE ROYAL, COVENT GARDEN. : ' Calas. A . : 
The Oper: of | Sap.er’s Weis THeatrre.—Richard the Third— Mil- 
CINDERELLA. ler and his Men. 
Cinderella, Miss Inverarity. Clorinda, Miss Cawse. Thisbe, Misa Hughes. | 
Fairy Queen, Miss H. Cawse. Felix, Mr Wilson. Dandini, Mr Morley. | —- —_—__—- . a == —_ 
Baron Pumpoline, MrG. Penson.  Alidoro, Mr G. Stansbury. Pedro, Mr Keeley. | . 
After the a favorite Mediey Overture, by H. R. Bishop. Avbertisements. 
Previous to ‘Teddy the Tiler,’ Mozart’s Overture to ‘ Zauberfiite.’ 
After which, the Farce of This dav is published, im 2 vols. 12mo. price 14s. in boards, 
SAINT PATRICK'S PAY. CHRIST AND CHRISTIANITY. 
; Mrs Bridget Credulots, Mrs Gibbs. Lauretta, Miss Nelson. | Sermons on the Mission, Character, and Doctrine of Jesus of Nazareth. 
ema One Mr Power. pane Contin, Fat Slanchard. | By W. J. FOX. 
t , = .s » , . 
Corperal Flint, Mrs Tikico: thon Miomond Wdier. ioe, Mr Reeth. | R. HUNTER, 72 St Paul’s Church yard. 
with the Farce of FAMILY LIBRARY. 


To cmelude 
TEDDY THE TILER. 
Lady Dunderford, Mrs Daly. Oriel, Mies Lawrence. Flora, Miss Nelson. 
Julia, Mrs Brown. Ladies, Meads. Perry and Appleton. 
Mr Evans. Henry, Mr Duruset. Pr *k. Mr Baker. | 
» MrHenry. Mr Scrivener, Mr Turnour. Tim, Mr Addison. 
” Teddy Mulowney, Mr Power. Stiff, Mr Meara. 


This day is published, small 8vo., 5s. 
THE FAMILY DRAMATISTS, 
No. IL, being Vol. II. of the WORKS of PHILIP MASSINGER, illustrated 
= Explanatory aes and adapted to Family reading, by the omission of 


Lately published, No. XX., being SKETCHES of VENETIAN HISTORY. 





| 
} 
| 
“I 

To-morrow, A Grand Selection ef Music. | JOHN MURRAY, Albemarle street. 
i 


Apewell, Mr Irwin. Constab Puller ichard eath. 
: Ne F ” Cts No. XEX., LIVES. a "BRITISH ARCHITECTS. 
SURREY THEATRE. Just ready, 
The favorite of THE KING’S SECRET. 
ROBIN HOOD oR FOREST In 3 vols. 
Clovinda, Mies Scott. Annette otis Wisenne Angelina, Mims Somerville © Give it an understending bet no tengne,”—-Shahepegte. 
iobdim Hood, Mr Rancord. Little John, Mr Williams. | Rutvekin, Mr Vale. ear or ae 
Baron Pitchortort, Mr D. Pit. Edwin, Mr Bawin. Scariet, Mr Johustone. THE ANATOMY OF SOCIETY. 
To which will be added the laughable Farce of By J. A. St John, 2 vols, 
HIGH LIFE BELOW STAIRS. LIVES OF THE ITALIAN PORTS. 
Aitty, Mrs Vale. Lady Chariotte, Miss Scott. Lady Babb, Mme. Simon. By ~~ ik Henry Stebbin; ke 
ore = » is " Pp, Mr s In 3 vols. embellished with Medallion | Portraits. 


Te eonciude with the admired Melo- Drama, entitled “ The subject is admirably chosen and written with elegance. The Italian Poets 
THE MILLER AND HIS MEN. | lived romance as wellas wrote it.””—Spectator. “ais ee 
| eneum. 

| 

| 


Mice ‘cole. Claudine incent Laurette, Miss Jordan «“ These Lives embrace all the most distinguishe -d names of Italy.” 
ae a Ne Oabaldionee, dhe Mr Honner “| + A verv-valnable addition to our literature.’’—Court Journal. 
Lothair, Mr c. 4m. Karl, Mr Vale. Zingra, Mr Ransford. “ The high merit of these volumes = recommend them,”—Literary Gazette. 





THE ROMANCE or HISTORY—FRANCE. 


QUEEN'S THEATRE. | By leitch Ritchie. The Second Edition is now ready, 3 vols. 


« Mr Ritchie is by far our best writer of romantic and imaginative tales.” —Lite- 


A Broad Farcical Entertainment , | vary Gasette. 
THE PEMALE PREEMASON. 
Mrs Vintner, Mrs Humby. Betty, Miss Ayres. Susan, Mise Brothers. | THE ROMANCE OF HISTORY— ENGLAND. 
\f. Popmaan, Mr Spencer. Mr Kuobbs, Mr C. Sm Smith. Mr Vintner, Mr Smith. | By Henry Neele. Fourth Edition, in 3 wie, neatly bound, with plates, price IS. 
THE DANISH WIFE. BACON’S LIFE OF PRANCIS THE FIRST. 
Ihe Lady Gertrude, Miss Pelham. Mina, Mrs Humby. Alexis, Miss Jane. New Edition, with Portrait from Titian, 2 vols, Svo. 
Ernest, Mr Forester. Kalmar, Mr Spencer. Pcter Pluffen, Mr Smith. ‘<A most full and animated account of Francis—-a most chivalrous monurch.”- 


Bertrand, Mr Munroe. Conrad, Mr H. 3 Maurice Barnett. 
’ G Sodfrid, Mr K ’ literary Gazette. 











: A rene me las of 100 Ma from Steel Engravings. 
. By j } 3 The “" w At ps g 
Rad qed Gnesi. an Ipletive Regumatiipet WASSNAL DANCES THE FAMILY CABINET ATLAS. 
DELUSIONS. Planned and beeen in oe original - exquisite wi F o~ —,, 
Kilen Mowbray, Miss Stohwawer. Mary, Miss Wells. " ick. | facility of reverence, and extraordinary comprehensiveness, exhibiting, 10 
— Frank, Mr Smith. ae Dun. Mr Munroe ee | volume of the Family — size, including Latitudes and Longitudes, equal © 
Mr Jobn Fraser, Mr 5 . Fifty Thousand Names of Places. 
' rs = IES iris Bastin a ‘Parts | to XI, plain, 2s. 6d., coloured, 3s. 6d. ; to be completed in one more No. 
THE MERRY WIVES op BARBICAN. | Printed for EDWARD BU LL, New Public Subscription Library, 26 Holles- 
Peggy Darnwell, Mrs Homby. Jotmnay Ogle, Mr J. Russell. ' street, Cavendish-square. 
Published by J. On SYR, at Tre Tatine Office, 4 \Gathesine strect, f Strand, (rete all metho, and communications ater the Editor, are to be addressed) ; ‘sold ws 
J. ChapreE.; cuam Witson, Exchange ; A. Hays, 165 Regent street ; J. Fre, 16 Air street, Piccadilly; Marsu. 145 Oxford street, ne xt door 


Rote} ; at Esce’s Library, O'A street ; and by all Booksellers and Newsmen. —__"_€, & W. REYNELL, Printers, Broad street, G-iden square. 








